
 

FAQ 

Q: Why is our school community participating in this pilot? 

In-person schooling and the education of our children is a top priority for our community, and we 
want our teachers and students to have the opportunity to do their best teaching and learning. 
By participating, we are also helping the state and other districts learn how to best use 
screening, testing and public health measures to support schools. By coordinating between 
schools and public health, we can all help protect each other so that we stay safe and healthy 
and our kids can go to school in-person. 

Q: Why should we start up a COVID testing program now? Can we just wait for the 
vaccine? 

Our priority is to make sure students and teachers can feel safe in the classroom as soon as 
possible. We are excited about the new vaccines, but we also know that production, delivery, 
and vaccination of everybody in our community is going to take some time. Not everybody will 
be vaccinated by the time school starts next fall. 

Teachers and education staff are currently in Tier 2 of the state’s vaccine distribution plan, and 
under the most optimistic timelines, vaccines might be available to teachers by next fall. We also 
don’t know when vaccines will be available to students, and availability to families and 
guardians will depend on what they do for work and whether they have underlying medical 
conditions. 

It’s important to remember that vaccine availability doesn’t prevent disease -- people getting 
vaccinated prevents disease. 

We don’t have to delay school while we wait for people to get vaccinated. We have an 
opportunity right now to develop a way to contain and control the virus and keep students in 
classrooms, even if vaccines aren’t yet widely available. 

Q: How does the testing program work? What’s involved? 

The program to slow the pandemic and control includes several steps: symptom attestation, 
COVID-19 testing, outbreak response, contact tracing, and isolation or quarantine. 

1. Symptom attestation: In the pilot, school districts will encourage everyone, whether they 
are teaching and learning at home or at school, to complete a daily symptom attestation 
within Skyward.. Teachers, staff, students and families will be asked to report daily 
whether they have any symptoms of COVID-19. If schools already have a symptom 
attestation system in place, then we may be able to connect their existing process to 
testing, outbreak response, and contract tracing. 

2. Testing: Teachers, staff, students, and members of their household who show any 
symptoms or have been exposed to someone with COVID-19 will be referred to a testing 
site that serves just your school district, and will be asked to enter the results into the 
system. If the test is positive, they will be asked to isolate for at least 10 days and until 
symptoms have resolved. If they test negative, they will be asked to isolate for at least 
24 hours and until symptoms have resolved. 

3. In the second phase of the pilot, schools will engage more directly with testing providers, 
and may be able to provide take home test kits or onsite rapid antigen testing to the 
school community. 

 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/Vaccine
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/Vaccine
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html


 
4. Testing will be conducted by different providers depending on the school district, in some 

cases it may be a district staff person like a school nurse, in other cases it may be a local 
fire department or outside contractor. 

5. Outbreak response: When a positive case is identified, the school will offer testing to 
everyone who has had contact with the COVID-19 positive person. Depending on the 
result of the test, the individual will be referred to the Thurston County Public Health & 
Social Services Pathway Flow Chart. 

6. Contact tracing: Every positive case will be reported to the county health department for 
case investigation and contact tracing, in order to protect the community and prevent 
further transmission.  

7. Leave during quarantine: District employees may refer to Human Resources regarding 
leave options during quarantine. 

Q: Why should I get tested? 

COVID-19 testing is a critical part of breaking chains of transmission, so that we can find the 
virus, and contain it before it spreads to anyone else. The tests are free and use a cheek swab 
to collect saliva that is mailed to a lab. Getting tested is one thing that you can do to help protect 
our schools and the people in our community 

Q: What kind of test will you use? 

We’re partnering with a company called Curative, which provides painless, gold-standard, cheek 
swab test kits. These tests are as reliable as the PCR nose swabs that you may have heard 
about, but they’re easier to administer and they don’t hurt. 

Curative partners with UPS and FedEx to send test samples to their labs daily, and guarantee 
results within 24 hours from arrival at the lab (36-48 hours from when you take the test). 

Q: Who will perform these COVID-19 tests? 

The Curative tests will be administered by volunteer district staff members. Our partners at 
Curative will provide training to those who have testing responsibilities. 

Q: How will schools determine who gets tested? How often will people have to get 
tested? 

Free COVID-19 tests will be available to any teacher, staff, student, or member of a student’s 
household who is showing any symptoms on the CDC list. The symptom screening will be 
self-reported, and entered into a database that will then refer the teacher or staff member to a 
testing site. 

School districts may also choose to offer voluntary asymptomatic testing to teachers and staff 
either every two weeks or once per month. 

Q: What are the symptoms of COVID-19 

The CDC list of symptoms includes: fever (over 100.4), cough, shortness of breath or difficulty 
breathing, new loss of taste or smell, fatigue, headache, muscle or body aches, sore throat, 
congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea (2 or more loose stools in 24 hours). 

Q: What happens when a member of the school community tests positive? What about a 
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negative test result? 

Teachers, staff, guardians and students who show any symptoms or have been exposed to 
someone with COVID-19 will be referred to a testing site that serves just your school district, 
and will be asked to enter the results into the system. Depending on the result of the test, the 
individual will be referred to the Thurston County Public Health & Social Services Pathway Flow 
Chart. 

When a positive case is identified, the school will offer testing to everyone who has had contact 
with the COVID-19 positive person. All of these close contacts will be asked to follow the 
Thurston County Public Health & Social Services Pathway Flow Chart. 

Every positive case will be reported to the county health department for case investigation and 
contact tracing, in order to protect the community and prevent further transmission. 

Q: What data will schools and health departments be collecting? How is my privacy 
protected? 

One designated person at your school district (probably the superintendent) will be alerted to 
positive test results so that they can help with contract tracing to prevent further transmission 
and protect the other teachers, staff, students and families who make up our school community. 
All health information is kept private and protected by federal HIPAA rules. 

Q: How does this pilot relate to the IDM report about the value of testing in schools? 

IDM’s latest schools reopening report found that diagnostic screening is of limited value if 
community transmission rates are low (fewer than 75 cases per 100,000) and countermeasures 
like masking and distancing are consistently implemented. 

The report, though, did imply that where community transmission is higher, diagnostic screening 
can be an important tool in identifying infections. It also acknowledged the ongoing importance 
of diagnostic screening for disease detection and response, and for assessing school 
community prevalence. 

Q: Who’s paying for this? Where does the money come from? 

The pilot program will be funded by the state Department of Health, and we hope that the 
governor and the legislature will set aside funding to expand the program to more school 
districts after the pilot. 

Fully funding the program would be a statement from state leadership that in-person schooling 
and the education of our children is a top priority for our state. 

Q: What happens when the pilot is over? 

The pilot runs through the end of January, but testing services may continue after that point. We 
intend to continue providing regular COVID-19 testing to our school community, and we are 
hopeful that the results of the pilot will encourage further funding. 

Q: What role does the Gates Foundation have in this pilot? 

The pilot is funded by the state Department of Health, and the Gates Foundation is providing 
technical assistance but no direct funding. Throughout Washington state’s pandemic response, 
the Gates Foundation, including the Institute for Disease Modeling have been providing 
technical assistance to the state Department of Health, such as modeling transmission 
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mitigation and school reopening scenarios, improving strategies and processes for COVID-19 
testing and contact tracing, and developing information workflows to keep track of what data 
and information is needed.  

Technical assistance from the Gates Foundation includes both current and former employees, 
such as the team from Mesurado Cooperative and other independent consultants. Because the 
Gates Foundation has staff and alumni with experience supporting similar disease prevention 
and mitigation strategies in global health settings, they were able to offer that expertise and 
support at no cost to the Department of Health.  
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